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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.02 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Mr Ray Brown - Adjournment Debate 
HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [5.03 pm]:  I wish to bring to the attention of the House the passing of a 
man who was very special in his deed.  I am told he was the first Western Australian to successfully climb Mt 
Everest.  I refer to Mr Ray Brown, who originated in New Zealand.  He certainly taught two, if not three of my 
sons at school.  He was an athletics coach, and took up marathon running at the age of 40, winning many 
competitions.  Although many people have climbed Mt Everest now, I still believe it to be a very special event, 
and Ray Brown was the first adopted Western Australian to do so.  These things should be placed on record.  

Law and Order - Adjournment Debate 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.04 pm]:  I will not take long - only 10 minutes.  Carrying on from my 
adjournment speech yesterday, on the guided tour of Dowerin and Newdegate, I did the survey at Newdegate and 
Dowerin after reading in The West Australian about the drug problem in Western Australia.  That prompted two 
of the questions I asked.  The other question arose when I heard Gerry Harvey of Harvey Norman interviewed on 
the Sunday program about three weeks ago.  He was asked whether he would run for Prime Minister.  In my 
opinion, he would make a good Prime Minister.  He said he would probably cure the drug problem, and law and 
order.  He said law and order would be reduced substantially by just cutting out drugs.  At the same time I was 
reading about drug usage in Australia, which I thought was fairly high.  That is one of the reasons I brought up 
the subject of capital punishment. 

I will recap for those people who were not listening.  Support for the introduction of capital punishment in 
Newdegate was 86.6 per cent; 5.9 per cent were opposed, and 7.5 per cent were undecided.  Support for the 
introduction of the birch for corporal punishment was 83.1 per cent; 9.2 per cent were opposed and 7.7 per cent 
were undecided.  The results in Dowerin were a little smaller.  The yes vote for hanging in Dowerin was 77.8 per 
cent; no 14.6 per cent and undecided 7.6 per cent.  Support for the birch was 78.5 per cent, with 13.8 opposed 
and 7.7 per cent undecided.  There were many other questions in the survey, but I have only seven minutes 
remaining.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Did the survey ask if they would be public or private hangings?  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  That is a stupid question for a minister.  He should not mock the system when referring 
to the death penalty.  When I talk about the death penalty, I mean with dignity, if there can be any dignity when 
someone swings!  I am also proposing it for heinous crimes.  The rate of reoffending among male prisoners in 
Australia is 61 per cent.  The Australian Bureau of Statistics said that 60 per cent of offenders in prison in 1994 
were repeat offenders; more than 40 per cent returned to prison within two years of their release.  That is 
probably based upon the lack of punishment they get.  Corporal punishment would have a couple of benefits.  It 
would consolidate the link between a crime committed and the resulting punishment.  The birch will go a long 
way towards preventing reoffending and vindicate victims for crimes perpetrated against them.  

Most of the crimes today are committed by males between 25 and 27 years old.  If this is taken back to 1982, 
those people who are offending now were people that were growing up in school at the time that corporal 
punishment was stopped in schools.  It cannot be just a coincidence that 25 to 27-year-olds are the major crime 
perpetrators.  

Another subject I wish to touch on is the drug problem.  The West Australian of 30 August stated that Western 
Australia has the second highest rate of illegal drug use in Australia.  One in five Western Australians - 22 per 
cent - have used illegal drugs in the past year.  This would mean that six members of this Chamber have been 
fiddling around with drugs.  

Several members interjected. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  We can laugh at those figures.  

Hon Ken Travers:  Have you used illicit drugs?  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  No, I have not.  I am not a drug user, unless we include alcohol.  I do drink alcohol, and 
I enjoy it.  I love chardonnay.  I do not smoke.  I am not into sex, drugs and rock and roll.  I do not like drugs.  

Hon Paddy Embry:  Including viagra?  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Including viagra! 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 12 September 2002] 

 p869b-871a 
Hon Kim Chance; Hon Paddy Embry; Hon Frank Hough; Hon Giz Watson 

 [2] 

In Western Australia, 19 300 people out of a population of 1 461 700 are intravenous drug users.  This equates to 
1 320 intravenous drug users for every 100 000 people in Western Australia.  By comparison, New South Wales, 
with a population of 6 502 600, has only 18 000 intravenous drug users, or 277 users for every 100 000 people.  
Victoria has a population of 4 765 900 and 17 700 intravenous drug users, or 371 users for every 100 000 people.  
There is a message here.  These figures were released by the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare in 
Canberra, and they are frightening.  Why does a State with a population of fewer than 1.5 million people have 
19 300 intravenous drug users when New South Wales, with a population of 6.5 million, has 18 000, or 1 300 
fewer, intravenous drug users?  Victoria has 17 700 users in a population of just under five million.  There must 
be an explanation for this.  It is one of the reasons that my first question in the questionnaire for the Dowerin and 
Newdegate people was about drugs.   

I was going to talk about genetically modified organisms, but I do not have time to cover that.   

The death penalty should be instituted for drug users and people who commit heinous crimes.  Our court system 
could do that.  There is only one way out.  People in Thailand, Singapore and Malaysia have a definite reason to 
not be involved with drugs.  I think we take the issue too lightly.  This State had a Community Drug Summit.  
Were these figures mentioned at that summit?  We have the most drug addicts in Australia.  That is a shameful 
statistic for a small State.  Places like Sydney and Melbourne are more densely populated.  I would have thought 
that people in those cities had more of a reason to use drugs because of the night-life.  Western Australia has 
more sporting activities and open spaces and fewer nightclubs, so there should be fewer opportunities for people 
in Western Australia to use drugs.  Why are the figures so high?  Our unemployment rate is not that bad.  

Hon John Fischer interjected.  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  That is the next question I would ask.  It is something we should think about.  It is a 
concern.  One in five people have used drugs.  That is a tragedy.  I could never be an intravenous dug user 
because I faint every time I see a needle.  I could never get around to putting a needle in my arm, so I have a 
great advantage!  

Pay Increases for Members of Parliament - Adjournment Debate 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [5.13 pm]:  I want to make some observations about comments Hon 
Frank Hough made yesterday, to which I took some exception.  I do not think I have ever been called a liar in 
this place.  I contemplated not responding to those comments because I did not think they were worthy of a 
response.  However, since Hon Frank Hough raised the issue, I will speak briefly about the recent pay rise for 
members of Parliament.  I am sure members are aware that the Greens (WA) have always taken the position that 
its members will donate to charity every pay rise they receive after they are elected.  We do not do that to gain 
any publicity.  It is something we do as part of our party policy.  

Hon Frank Hough:  Why go to the media about it?  

Hon GIZ WATSON:  They came to me.  Hon Frank Hough said that he does not believe that we donate our pay 
rises to charity, and he made a derogatory comment that organisations with the word “red” in their names were 
not suitable charities.  I read to the House the list of organisations to which I have donated over the past two 
years: Australia Tibet Council, AIDS Trust of Australia, Australian Paralympic Committee, Amnesty 
International, Australian Kidney Foundation, Anglicare, Asthma Foundation of Western Australia, Australian 
Red Cross, Australian Achievers Award, Bicycle Transportation Alliance, Belmont City College, Bringing Them 
Home - Steering Committee, Community Aid Abroad, Cerebral Palsy Association of Western Australia, Direct 
Aid to East Timor, Save the Children Fund, Environs Kimberley, Environment Centre of Western Australia, east 
Maylands care centre, Environmental Defenders Office, The Fred Hollows Foundation, Lone Parent Family 
Support Service, Lions Clubs International, Mercy College, Morley Senior High School, Nursing Mothers’ 
Association of Australia, Peace Brigade International, Princess Margaret Hospital for Children, People for 
Nuclear Disarmament, Rotary, Royal Life Saving Society, South Cottesloe Coast Care Association, sun city 
youth club, Silver Chain Nursing Association, WA Sorry Day Committee, Wheelchair Sports WA Association, 
Epilepsy Association and Womensport West.  

Hon Frank Hough:  Do those donations total $44 000? 

Hon GIZ WATSON:  My donations would not amount to $44 000. 

Hon Frank Hough:  You said that the Greens donate their pay rises to charities.  It is your group.  The issue is 
$44 000.  

Hon GIZ WATSON:  Absolutely.  I am happy to put my accounts on the Table in this Parliament if the member 
is prepared to do the same.  

Question put and passed. 
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House adjourned at 5.16 pm 

__________  
 


